A Day With the Molecules in Motion
Welcome to Kindergarten and Room 149! You are always welcome here!

2006-2007
 
We are going to have an exciting year of fun and learning.  Our kindergarten students at ASFS have been gifted the title, Molecules because of the similarities they have with Molecules – they are always moving and they a part of everything.   
 
As we get to know each other in class, I want to provide parents with some information to help you understand our day and some of the incredible changes your child will go through this year.  If you have any questions I look forward to talking with you at Back-to-School Night on September 13, 2006.
 
· Greetings and Morning Responsibilities
 
Each student will arrive to the classroom at 8:50, ready to begin the instructional day at 9:00.  This gives us a brief opportunity to touch base and catch up on any important events.  Upon entering the classroom each student is expected to take out his/her M.A.R.S. (Molecules Are Readers) bag and leave it in the appropriate spot.  Students will put away coats, backpacks, and any personal items.  Then they select their books for W.E.B. (We Enjoy Books) and read independently, with a partner, or with an adult.  
 
All students at ASFS enjoy 20 minutes of reading (W.EB.) each day.  We invite adults and older siblings to read in our classrooms during this time.  Anyone willing to take time to read with us is welcome, ANYTIME! When students hear our beginning morning song, they will put up their books and join me on the carpet with their peers. 
 
· Morning Meeting
 
During this time students participate in songs and movement activities that explore patterning, develop oral language skills, and review key concepts. An integral component of our day is the use of kinesthetic activities to hone academic skills. During this time we also read the morning message together as the children are introduced to the morning’s instructional focus.    
 
· Guided Reading
 
Guided reading time allows the children the chance to work with me in small groups.  Initially we may be practicing how to handle books or following the words on the page.  As the year progresses we practice specific decoding skills.  We also work on building comprehension strategies.  Texts are selected to match the child’s interests, needs, and instructional level.  Students will put the books read in a Guided Reading group in their book boxes.

When students are not working directly with an adult they will be expected to work independently on individual activities.  At first this independent learning time may be challenging for some, but as they learn to work together and problem solve on their own they will soar to success.  Expectations for each student will be different, as their ability level will vary.
 
Topics of discussion during our morning time together may include components of science, social studies, or technology.  In addition to striving to create a hands-on approach we also look to integrate the curriculum.
 
· Language Arts Rotations
 
Beginning the second week of school, every morning students will work in small groups.  Students rotate in 20-minute groups with Ms. Cabrales, Ms. Schaefer, and myself.  This team works together to systematically teach specific language arts skills.  The small group format allows us to carefully tailor instruction so the needs of all the children are meet.  This has proven to be a very powerful format and it is incredible to see the children’s abilities develop and grow over the year.  

· Snack
 
During our afternoon block we will have a snack.  Periodically parents are asked to send in nonperishable snacks such as animal crackers, goldfish, raisins, or pretzels for the class to share.  Fridays we look forward to Fresh Friday.  Please look at the snack schedule on the classroom website for a time that you can support us with snack.  
 
· About handwriting
 
Students learn Zaner-Bloser handwriting.  These block letters are easy to form and easy to read.  You will receive a chart so that you might help your Molecule practice.  Please help us establish good habits.  Research shows that children that form their letters from the top down also decode in that way and are much more efficient readers.

Please visit our classroom website and click on “Learning Links” for handwriting practice web sites.  Many of these sites allow you to create and personalize practice sheets.
 
· About writing
 
Just as we instill in children that they are readers, we also value them as writers.  The two go together.  Writing in kindergarten is a continuum that changes rapidly.  The usual progression occurs in the following order:
       scribbling
       drawing
       drawing with some symbols (letters)
       random strings of letters
       beginning and ending consonants
       some words
       sentences

Each step is writing and children need support in all their efforts. 

· Modeled Writing:

This is one of my favorite times during the day.  Typically, I write something on my mind and think aloud while the students listen.  I will think about where I start my writing (left side of the paper), how I am starting (capital letters), spelling techniques, and often times students will hear me ask for support from them or another student, just like writer would do in the real world. 

Students will begin seeing that words make up our ideas and those ideas are the beginning of sentences.  

Each day 3-4 students will publish their work and prepare to sit in the Author’s Chair and share with their peers.

Adult editors will be available to support students during Modeled Writing.  In the beginning correct spelling is not the objective and words are spelled for writers. 

Parents are invited to participate during Modeled Writing.  It’s a rewarding time for everyone. 

· Lunch/Recess
 
Students dine in the cafeteria with Mrs. V.  Lunchtime is a social time and students have the opportunity to make quiet conversation with those sitting near them.  Students that use good manners will have the privilege to eat with others.  If you are packing lunch, make sure items are easily opened and appealing to your child.  School lunch is $2 and can be pre-paid, giving students an access number that draws from their account. 
 
Mrs. V accompanies the children outside for recess (weather permitting).  If children have recess indoors we will return to the classroom for a structured activity or free choice (students will explore in stations)
· Math Workshops
 
During this time students will use a variety of activities to introduce, practice, and review math concepts.  Students will often work with partners or with groups.  Students will explore with manipulatives and record data using pictures and symbols to represent materials used.  Written symbols will become part of the curriculum as students gain a good understanding of the underlying concepts.
 
During the 2005-006 school-year the kindergarten, first, second and third grade children at ASFS will be afforded the opportunity to participate in Arlington County’s Accelerated Math Program.  Accelerated Math broadens the traditional math curriculum and includes exposure to almost a third of the first grade objectives in the kindergarten year.  
 
Again, our goal is to tailor instruction to insure that all students are appropriately challenged.
 
Math is all around us and used in many settings.  Whenever you do math investigations or activities, let your child explain why or how he or she came to that solution.  If your child is able to clearly explain his/her logic, you have a good idea that the child truly comprehends a concept.  
· Special Classes
 
Students receive 30 minutes of P.E. instruction on Tuesday and Friday afternoon.  Ms. Hall asks that the children wear sneakers on those days.  We have 55 minutes of music on Thursday and Art on Monday.  Children also visit the library on Wednesdays where they will hear a story and have the opportunity to check out a book.  Students returning books the following week will have the privilege of checking out again.  Ms. Cabrales will stay with the students during specials. 
 
In addition, we will visit the computer lab during the week.  Often times we will work with older students to create multi-media projects. 

· Science
 
Science is incorporated every day.
 
Beginning in the last week in September, Wednesday mornings are devoted to Science City.  For one hour every certified teacher (including all the special area teachers) works with a mixed age group of students in a small group setting.  Our goal is to provide hands-on learning opportunities, develop a good understanding of scientific processes, and address the Virginia Standards of Learning.
 
On a rotating basis your child will also visit Investigation Station.  This provides another wonderful venue for exploring all areas of science.  During this time all disciplines are incorporated during a hands-on, minds-on lab experiences.  This year we welcome Ms. Ablott as our Investigation Station leader. 
 
We look forward to a lot of parent participation at “Outside the Box”, our Math and Science Day in the spring.
 
· Social Studies
 
Social studies topics are introduced over the course of the year on a thematic basis.  As we begin the year we will examine how your child fits into the classroom and the broader community.  We work throughout the course of the year to build that sense of community.
 
· Health
 
Daily we focus on your child’s well being.  Children are expected to wash hands before eating, after toileting, and after blowing their nose.  It seems we are always washing hands.
· Dismissal
 
Students gather all their belongings before going home.  Take Home Folders will be handed back to each student.  This may contain important information about the day or upcoming school events.  Please be sure to check your child’s folder and impress upon them the important role they play in relaying this information.
 
All students are escorted down the hall to the buses or the Atrium for pickup. If you want your child to be picked up by someone other than a parent, pick up person or sent on a different bus it is imperative that we get a note signed by a parent or guardian.  We know that you will appreciate our concern for getting all our students home safely.
 
· Discipline
 
Classroom rules are the spirit of our classroom and expectations are in agreement with Arlington Science Focus School. Children should Be safe, Be fair, and Be kind.  With this positive approach we hope to help children understand how to become contributing members of the classroom and school community.
 
· Birthdays 

 
One of the highpoints of every child’s year is their birthday.  If you would like to bring in a treat to share on that special day we ask that you bring enough for all Molecules.  It helps us out if you provide individual servings as well as plates, napkins, etc. Thanks in advance for letting us know if a special treat is coming. 
 
· Communication
 
Communication is a huge key to our success. . We disseminate county, school, and classroom news via the take home folder.  Please use the classroom web page to connect you to our classroom. The bulletin board is up-to-date.

 
I can be reached via e-mail me at Jeffrey_riley@apsva.us. or on my cell…  206-406-4050. 

The bulletin board on the classroom web page is current; please refer to it for specific times and dates of upcoming events. For a reflection of our day in K, please check out or classroom BLOG found on the web page. Parents are HIGHLY encouraged to post their comments; these will be shared with the students the next day.  It’s important to all of us to know that you are taking an interest in our classroom. 

 
Routine absences should be reported to the School Information Center at (703) 228-7660.

 
I am hopeful that this information packet will help you understand some of what is happening in your child’s class.  Remember that every day is different.  We want to take advantage of all opportunities presented to us in terms of whole school activities, good weather, field trips, or special events. 
 
The staff at ASFS is excited about working with this year’s kindergarten students and we have high expectations for each child.  We want them to be successful lifelong learners and to have a phenomenal kindergarten year.

 
 
 
 

